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FRAMING A COMPLEX ISSUE

1. Environmental migration:  a 
multi-causal phenomenon

2. Impacts of both sudden and 
slow onset events

3. Climate change as an 
exacerbating factor

4. Contextual dimensions (gender, 
local conditions, health 
dimensions etc.)

5. Terminology and legal 
frameworks



TERMINOLOGY 
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• Planned relocation under umbrella of 

climate/environmental migration

• Voluntary vs Forced migration / displacement

• Terminology and legal frameworks: NO climate 

refugees /but existence of temporary protection 

measures, including following hurricanes ex: Hurricane 

Mitch temporary protection applied to 150, 000 

Nicaraguans and Hondurans (1998)

• Environmental migrants: Persons or groups of persons who, 

predominantly for reasons of sudden or progressive changes 

in the environment that adversely affect their lives or living 

conditions, are forced to leave their places of habitual 

residence, or choose to do so, either temporarily or 

permanently, and who move within their country or abroad. 

IOM 2007



POLICY LANDSCAPE: GLOBAL 
CLIMATE NEGOTIATIONS 
(UNFCCC)

UNFCCC – The Paris Agreement and the 
Loss and Damage Agenda

• Paris Agreement: turning point with 
creation of Taskforce on Displacement

• Taskforce: Main entry point for migration 
issues

• Long-term 5 year regular work 
Programme (migration and non-economic 
losses)



1. The recommendations address all forms of human 

mobility linked to climate change.

2. Countries should integrate climate change and 

migration concerns when formulating laws, 

policies and strategies based on evidence.

3. Climate change and disaster national policies 

and tools are relevant instruments to address 

climate migration concerns.

4. Global climate policy needs to be connected to

global migration policy.

5. The facilitation of regular international migration

pathways should be considered in the context of

climate change.

TASKFORCE ON DISPLACEMENT

10 KEY TAKEAWAYS 6) The issue of internal displacement due to the

adverse impacts of climate change is clearly

acknowledged.

7) The adverse impacts of climate change on

human mobility can only be addressed through a

collaborative approach, including affected

communities and individuals.

8) The UNFCCC needs to continue and step up its

efforts to address climate change and migration

challenges, through a cross cutting approach.

9) The United Nations system is strongly called

upon to respond to climate change and mobility

challenges.

10) The recommendations do not elaborate on

gender and human rights issues.



POLICY LANDSCAPE: GLOBAL MIGRATION NEGOTIATIONS

The New York Declaration on Refugees 

and Migrants (2016)

• Natural disasters, environmental and/or 

climate change acknowledged as key 

drivers of migration

• Environmental impacts of migration

Negotiations by UN Member States to 

adopt a  Global Compact for Safe, 

Orderly and Regular Migration 

(2018)



POLICY LANDSCAPE: GLOBAL MIGRATION NEGOTIATIONS (GCM)

Final GCM text: 

 Multiple references to environment and 

climate driven by extensive discussions 

during the plenary sessions from a wide 

variety of countries (SIDS, African, Europe)

 Dedicated paragraph on environmental 

migration

 CC drivers are acknowledged from a 

multiplicity of angles: strengthening data 

and knowledge, migration as adaptation to 

CC, investment in climate finance and 

climate adaptation 



POLICY LANDSCAPE: GLOBAL MIGRATION NEGOTIATIONS (GCM)
10 Key takeaways from the GCM on environmental migration

1. The GCM clearly identifies slow onset environmental degradation, natural disasters and climate change 

impacts as drivers of contemporary migration.

2. The text acknowledges the multi-causality of migration as environmental drivers intersects with political, 

economic and demographic drivers. 

3. The text articulates comprehensive potential responses to address these drivers: development of 

appropriate measures in the countries of origin to make migration a choice rather than a desperate 

necessity; disaster preparedness, disaster risk reduction and disaster response; and facilitation of migration 

movements. 

4. The GCM recognizes that climate mitigation and adaptation measures in countries of origin need to be 

prioritized to minimize drivers of migration.

5. The text also acknowledges that adaptation in situ or return of migrants might not be possible in some cases 

and that the development of regular migration pathways (international relocation and visa options) need 

to be part of migration management tools. 

6. The GCM outlines the need for states to cooperate to identify, develop and strengthen solutions for people 

migrating in the context of slow-onset environmental degradation (in particular desertification, land 

degradation and sea level rise) and slow-onset disasters (drought). 



POLICY LANDSCAPE: GLOBAL MIGRATION 
NEGOTIATIONS (GCM)

10 Key takeaways from the GCM on environmental migration

7. The GCM outlines the importance of working at the regional level to address environmental drivers of 

migration.

8. The text encourages policy coherence by highlighting that the GCM rests on a number of global 

instruments related to climate change, disaster and environmental governance : the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Climate Agreement, the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction .

9. The text also highlights the need to take into account recommendations stemming from state-led 

initiatives that have extensively considered issues of mobility linked to natural disasters outside of the 

UN context: the Agenda for the Protection of Cross-Border Displaced Persons in the Context of Disasters 

and Climate Change, and its follow up - the Platform on Disaster Displacement-, as well as the 

Migrants in Countries in Crisis Initiative (MICIC). 

10.The GCM recognizes the need for more investments in strengthened evidence, data and research to 

address environmental migration challenges. 



POLICY COHERENCE

I. Human mobility into key environmental/climate change/development/humanitarian policy 

II. Regional migration policy dialogue and national policy efforts
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FROM A POLITICAL DISCUSSION 
TO A MIGRATION POLICY AND PRACTICE 
PERSPECTIVE 

• Migration Practice:

Returns, Reintegration, Relocation, Free movement protocols,

Consular services, Visa waivers, Admission entry and stay,

Family reunification, Work permits, temporary residence …

• The double sensitivity challenge

• The history of the governance of migration

• The role of migrants

• Where do questions of health fit? 



MIGRATION, ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE 
CHANGE:  RESPONSES FOR

• PEOPLE TO STAY

• PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

• PEOPLE TO MOVE

Different dimensions:

 Research / analysis / data collection

 Policy development

 Capacity building

 Direct assistance
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